
Green, Clean Hydrogen – Is this Fact or Fiction? 

1 
 

Most of us believe that producing hydrogen from water by electrolysis and 
in particular using ‘excess electricity’ from windfarms that would otherwise 
get constraint payments to turn off, could only be a good thing. 
That’s of course if you ignore the insane amounts of clean potable (or 
public) water that’s needed and the hugely explosive nature of hydrogen ( 
remember the Hindenberg … or look at the rocket that exploded 
on Shetland only this last weekend). 
But what the politicians don’t tell you is that hydrogen is not all that good 
for the climate either. 
There is an increasing body of evidence that the inevitable leakage of 
hydrogen to the atmosphere (between 1-10% at point of use according to 
BEIS) will have an indirect warming effect on the climate (@ 11x worse 
than CO2) and so this should be minimized or avoided. Hydrogen burnt 
either with methane (natural gas) or by itself in air will also produce nitrous 
oxides which are far worse (298 x worse) for global warming than CO2. 
Such is the concern, that in quick sucession the UK Government 
commissioned three reports into the emissions and pollution that would 
occur if we were to move more to replacing fossil fuels with hydrogen: 
https://www.gov.uk/…/atmospheric-implications-of… 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/…/hydrogen… 
https://www.gov.uk/…/hydrogen-for-heating-emissions… 
This is reminiscent of the political pressure to get folk to buy diesel cars to 
reduce CO2 emissions – before someone woke up to the fact that the 
nitrous oxides and particulate matter emitted by diesel engines was far 
worse for climate change and air pollution than emissions from petrol cars. 
So why are politicians pressing ahead putting not just our public safety but 
the climate at risk? 
Answers on a postcard?…. 
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fatmospheric-implications-of-increased-hydrogen-use%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3cJmzkde9n5lGSAbVFhMNYNotjp1v5Y-t26cAHYbu1CbIazN27pRtmr7g_aem_3C84ffYUeQdXEjh6NgVpJQ&h=AT0rUPJ23VF5oDVlfN2orVEWE57OEGZ7t6kjaZoDCQUwqXGk2jBa0_ilc4q19i8eKoyvIajr2PC_hVYRBy59McXHHATbUYmlaXtkBsj6w5biiw7Cf3QfzhFXP5wGNusrxQfB&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3fOXHQ7q1haTUOW9nw4c5MD-FyXEQ4XPmEN5OpPXhSgHBeZfOAWUk4V7yZUa5hfoo6ByT0o_wQcxU9kuXh-h-OIAY6vuFoujZAFRNvI5DqwVoI-vBbZeYgbHB9M4SDHNBRLY2WrcxDwj31Jb-6SmFf0QliswXLsWqAmYwjid_SrGg1RyyCXXYahipkScRsXL3oIzOIo9PEbcYKnj9kmOhNGdS9HaafCzvUNlVWmgjMlwA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F65aabac882fee900106f5fa8%2Fhydrogen-atmospheric-impact-report.pdf%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3pB7bWZ1rNWItRMyEY1JJViDb8N3l7pbx4YasafvL6HQZbzhM5jNHrnl4_aem_EGYrgOEDUS_QuiBdRkvDrw&h=AT05Ul3EX4ke4dqo6h83p7wPdhJUCwUUKSUlkF4zzVPr7_FQKXB_cCCTh4sy_1vvfju1-ME62f6NJtqI4WjfnfqWvs4CRpLIxnPWzwqRFNe0Y-jZK7tp0sHmtyzYMHiWFRVJ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3fOXHQ7q1haTUOW9nw4c5MD-FyXEQ4XPmEN5OpPXhSgHBeZfOAWUk4V7yZUa5hfoo6ByT0o_wQcxU9kuXh-h-OIAY6vuFoujZAFRNvI5DqwVoI-vBbZeYgbHB9M4SDHNBRLY2WrcxDwj31Jb-6SmFf0QliswXLsWqAmYwjid_SrGg1RyyCXXYahipkScRsXL3oIzOIo9PEbcYKnj9kmOhNGdS9HaafCzvUNlVWmgjMlwA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fhydrogen-for-heating-emissions-potential-literature-review%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3Ar6Zc3IjvED_ADIjFD8pVUh40gz1V91B6N0p_cpS6Giurde48BBajvdQ_aem_VbDTMsx-IBCLTMVagYE1wA&h=AT1nBLPPRI6B9hKsJrvujP54_RbjCkZoq1YipqJEphOsi4JanVWCglM3gYV0nc8x86SM6TTSwoEJFFkxkQOFLFipeioxW0ohkIyZIHnIyvNB1tSb2Hp5Ah1UVDygn-s6jnKJ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3fOXHQ7q1haTUOW9nw4c5MD-FyXEQ4XPmEN5OpPXhSgHBeZfOAWUk4V7yZUa5hfoo6ByT0o_wQcxU9kuXh-h-OIAY6vuFoujZAFRNvI5DqwVoI-vBbZeYgbHB9M4SDHNBRLY2WrcxDwj31Jb-6SmFf0QliswXLsWqAmYwjid_SrGg1RyyCXXYahipkScRsXL3oIzOIo9PEbcYKnj9kmOhNGdS9HaafCzvUNlVWmgjMlwA

