onstruction will start at Den
Brook wind farm on Monday

MP SAYS TURBINES WILL ‘DISFIGURE SOME OF OUR MOST BEAUTIFUL LOCAL LANDSCAPE’

By Alan Quick

WORK to construct Den
Brook Wind Farm, a nine
turbine project between
North Tawton, Spreyton
and Bow in West Devon,
will begin on Monday, Au-
gust 17, developer RES
(Renewable Energy Sys-
tems Ltd) has confirmed
— but Mel Stride, MP for
Central Devon, says he is
“very disappointed” the
scheme is going ahead
and added: “These tur-
bines will disfigure some
of our most beautiful local
landscape and are hugely
unwelcome.”

The MPE who has spoken
out about the scheme over
many years, made the com-
ments exclusively to the
Courier after hearing that
works will begin in the
next few days.

Once completed, RES
says the wind farm will
be capable of generating
enough renewable elec-
tricity to meet the average
annual requirements of
almost 9,000 homes.

The company also says
it will deliver £90,000 per
vear in community benefits
over its lifetime, including
a Community Fund to sup-
port local projects and
RES’ Local Electricity Dis-
count Scheme (LEDS).

LEDS offers eligible
properties within 2 3km of
the 120-metre high turbines
a £108 annual discount off
their electricity bills.

Initial on-site works
will include completion of
the access tracks leading
to the turbine locations,
followed by foundation
laying.

Turbine delivery and
erection is scheduled for
the summer of 2016 and
a period of testing and
commissioning will then
follow.

If all goes according
to plan, RES says the Den
Brook Wind Farm will be

completed and generating
renewable electricity be-
fore the end of next year.

WHIDDON DOWN

LINK ROAD

The first few months
of on-site preparations at
Den Brook Wind Farm will
run in parallel with the
construction of anew link
road at Whiddon Down,

The new road will im-
prove the junction between
the A382 and the A3124.
Although the new road is
not essential for turbine
deliveries, RES has un-
dertaken these works as
an additional communit

benefit in order to improve
traffic flow, visibility and
road safety. Work here is
expected to begin on Octo-
ber 5, with completion by
Christmas 2015.

Rob Kemeys, RES
project manager says:
“The Whiddon Down road
improvement works will
include temporarv traf-
fic lights to ensure the
safety of road users and
our workers,

“There will also be a
brief closure of the A3124
towards the end of the
works to enable the new
link road to be joined to
the existing road.

“We will share more
information about tim-
ings wherever possible as
the road improvements
progress.”

Local companies inter-
ested in offering their serv-
ices during construction
of the wind farm or the
new link road are invited
to contact RES direct.

Opportunities range
from general labouring
to materials supplies and
clectrical works, There
are also opportunities for
people with rooms or ac-
commodation to let.

HISTORY OF THE

PLAN

RES submitted a plan-
ning application for an an-
emometer to West Devon
Borough Council in June

Mel Stride says the wind
turbines will be ‘hugely
unwelcome’,

2004,

In October and Novem-
ber 2004 RES undertook
noise measurements at two
nearby houses,

The planning applica-
tion for Den Brook Wind
Farm was submitted to
West Devon Borough Coun-
cil in November 2005,

RES were granted plan-
ning permission in Febru-
ary 2007 after a full public
inquiry. A legal challenge
was lodged by opponents
to the scheme in March
2007 and was dismissed in
the High Court in Febru-
ary 2008.

Leave to appeal was
granted and consent for
the project was quashed in
July 2008.

The second public in-
quiry was held in autumn
2009 and consent was grant-
ed in December 2009.

A legal challenge was
lodged in January 2010 and
was dismissed in the High
Court in July 2010.

There have been other
legal challenges made and
more recently RES was
found guilty by the Adver-
tising Standards Authority
of publishing false claims
about the amount of power
the wind farm would pro-
vide when built.

OPPOSITION

Opponents of the plan

for the wind farm have

Continued on page 2,

Construction works at Den Brook Wind Farm will
begin on Monday. Pictured is a worker at Wryke
Croft, a 13 turbine wind farm RES is currently
constructing near Peterborough. It shows a turbine
foundation being finished, prior to the soil being
backfilled.
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Construction will start on
wind farm on Monday

L

Turbines being constructed by RES at a wind Carm at

w Continoed from page 1.

' j included many local resi-

dents, some who formed
the Den Brook Judicial
Review Group and a pre-
vious opposition group,
Den Brook Valley Action
Group.

In December 2005 Den
Brook Valley Action Group
presented West Devon Bor
ough Council with 3,000
letters of objection to the
plan,

Opponents have clited
many reasons including
“blight™ en the landscape,
noise, “Micker” efect,
proximity of one turbine
toa rail line (one turbine is
1o be built 3o close toa rail
line that i it came down it
could land across the raidl
line), damage to wildlife
and particularly birds,
“industrialisation of the

countryside”, proximity
to Dartmoor, sloep distur
bance, stress and health
Issues, property sale losses
and others

Recently Den Brook
Judicial Review Group
sald it would be monitor
ing the noise from the
furbines when built and
would make the noise
available to listeners via
the internet

RES says that the count-
down to grecner energy
and £2 25 million in direct
community benefits be-
gin on Monday with the
start of the construction
pProcess

It adds that updates
about constiruction
progress and associated
traffic management will
be posted on the project

i

« Are vou pleased that
construction of the Den
Brook Wind Farm is to
2o ahead? Will vou be ad-
versely affected or do vou
think it is a good idea?
Share your thoughts with
fellow Courier readers.
Send a letter to the Edito-
rial Manager or email: edi-
fori@creditoncouriernews,
nap 4] .

Wadlow, Cambridgeshire, about three years ago.

Peace and tranquillity to end as wind
farm works begin at Den Brook valley

AND so0 ends the peace and
franguillity much treasured
appreciated and enjoyed in the
neighbourhood of developer
RES’s prospective industri-
alisation of the Den Brook
valley:

Not only has this corporate
offspring of the Sir Robert
MeAlpine construction empire
disrupted surrounding com-
munities for the past decade,
it has created a huge rift with
the local planning authority
of late.

Followers of Crediton
Courier’s first-rate reporting
throughout the longstanding
saga will no doubt recall how
the Den Brook Judicial Review
Group (DBJRG) won unprec-
edented noise conditions and
controls deemed as “not only
precautionary but necessary
protection” for those living
and working in the Den Brook
neighbourhood.

Many tens of thousands
of pounds had to be raised in
order to engage professional
acoustic and legal expertise
for firstly putting forward the
case for proper and adequate
protection against potentially
debilitating noise impacts from
the nine industrial scale wind
turbines, and then defending
the hard-won noise conditions
against deviously disguised
and persistent manoeuvers
from RES aimed clearly to
eliminate or at least water
down the noise controls.

Why, one might wonder,
would RES with its Queen’s
awards act in such an unscru-
pulous and despicable manner?
Presumahly, RES's priorities lie
unashamedly with its share-
holders rather than the well-be-
ing of those impacted by what
is likely to be a hugely, indeed

probably obsecenely, profitable
development in any event.

The greater the amount
of electricity generated the
greater the amount of public
suibsidy goes into the develop-
er's coffers.

The predicament for the
neighbourhood, of course, is
that the amount of electricity
zenerated directly correlates to
noise levels inflicted on those in
the vicinity of the turbines.

The noise controls, even
though deemed an essential
reguirement by the Planning
Inspector for granting planning
permission, directly obstruct
the pathway to providing se-
rious amounts of corporate
profit for the developer and its
financial backers.

Two out of three attempts
by the developer to subvert the
noise conditions were scup-
pered in their infancy. RES
hurriedly withdrew its second
incursion following exposure
by consultants working on
behalf of the neighbourhood.
The developer’s highly complex
proposal had included undis-
closed software code which
covertly reduced the amount
of measured noise to be used
for compliance testing by up to
50 per cent.

Subseguently, the devel-
oper somehow persuaded and
co-opted West Devon Borough
Couneil and its commissioned
acoustics consultants, the Insti-
tute of Sound and Vibration, to
develop and draft a “Scheme”
for seemingly specifying pre-
cisely how any likely noise
impacts from the wind tur-
bines were to be measured and
evaluated.

During meetings for devel-
oping the “Scheme” RES's Head
of Specialist Services, Dr Jer-

website: wewden-brook

emy Bass, advised that RES, in
consort with its commissioned
acoustics experts Hoare Lea
and the Hayes McKenzie Part-
nership, had misled not only
the surrounding communities
but decision makers within the
local planning authority and
later the Planning Inspectorate
throughout the longstanding
planning process.

It is a matter of public
record, and indeed great con-
cern, that Dr Bass acknowl-
edged that the industry wind
turbine line {(as adopted by
RES for many years) that ex-
cess amplitude modulation
(EAM) wind turbine noise
is rare and therefore a noise
condition is not necessary to
protect amenity was no longer
tenable: “.._that idea has been
completely exploded by the
weight of evidence presented
by Mike Stigwood [professional
acoustics adviser to DBJRG] in
particular,™

Dr Bass went on to explain
that he suspected in the future,
developers at public inguiries
will no longer try the argument
that EAM noise is rare and
shouldn’t have a condition.

Nevertheless, once again the
newly developed and carefully
crafted “Scheme” incorporated
complex mathematical process-
ing procedures claimed to be
necessary for automatically
distinguishing between low fre-
quency, amplitude modulated
noise arising from the wind tfur-
bines and noises such as dogs
barking and birds chirping.

And once again, the
“Scheme” resulted in a sig-
nificant reduction in the level
of noise protection specified
by the developer’s planning
permission.

However, for reasons which

remain unclear and still to be
clarified, West Devon Borough
Council saw fit to approve the
significant reduction in neigh-
bourhood noise control and
protection.

Moreover, the Council’s
acceptance not only appears
to place residents living and
working around the nine 120
metre-high wind turbines at
risk of unreasonable noise
intrusion and the associated po-
tential health impacts beyvond
that deemed appropriate by a
senior Planning Inspector, but
also flies directly in the face of
a case law ruling by the Court
of Appeal.

Furthermore, it is under-
stood that the ruling can only
be lawfully overturned by an
equal or higher authority; most
certainly not the developer
Renewable Energy Systems
Ltd or the West Devon Borough
Counetl.

In the 2011 case law ruling
Lord Justice Elias unequivo-
cally stated and confirmed that
for the Den Brook planning per-
mission to have been granted,
“there is an obligation on the
developers to comply with
the AM levels (noise levels)
specified in condition 20 and
that obligation will run for
the duration of the planning
permission.”

Two months ago, in June,
Central Devon ME, Mel Stride,
requested further information
and clarification of the matter
from the Council. However,
West Devon Borough Council
has vet to respond.

Courier readers (Crediton
Courier, page one, May 29, 2015)
will be aware that DBJRG is
to establish independent 24/7
noise monitoring in order

to facilitate and ensure full,
accurate and proper assess-
ment of the wind farm’s noise
impacts.

What's more, it is antici-
pated that the independent
noise monitoring will highlight
flaws already clearly identified
within the West Devon Borough
Council approved Scheme. The
aim will be to provide clear and
unequivocal evidence for com-
pliance testing required in line
with the case law noise condi-
tions imposed for the granting
of the Den Brook wind farm’s
planning permission.

DBJRG s legal advisors rec-
ommend all those households
and workplaces neighbouring
the Den Brook wind farm take
out maximum legal insurance
cover in the event that indi-
vidual or indeed community
nuisance actions become nec-
essary to counter prejudicial,
tifreaganable and unwarranted
noise intrusion from the wind
farm development.

Mike Hulme

Den Brook
Community Liaison
Group

UK Independent Noise
Working Group

Den Brook Judicial
Review Group

Mike Hulme of DBJRG.



