Willie Rennie, MSP
Granary Business Centre
Coal Road
Cupar
KY15 5YQ





27th January 2018
Dear Willie

As you know the Scottish Government introduced stage 1 of a new Planning Bill in December 2017 and the Local Government and Communities Committee are the lead committee on the scrutiny of the proposed planning legislation. 

Planning Democracy who I support have raised concerns that the Bill, as it currently stands, contains no mention of equal rights of appeal. You will realise that this gives an unfair advantage to developers or applicants who are able to appeal planning decisions that go against them, while local communities have no right to appeal planning decisions that are granted, no matter how big an impact the development might have on their environment and communities for years to come. 

We want to see communities given a right to appeal planning decisions. This is an important step towards rebalancing the planning system. It is time that this insult to natural justice is put right and would .give communities much needed confidence and trust in the planning system. The Governments own research into the Barriers to Community Engagement concluded that “there is a serious lack of trust, respect and confidence in the system, and that community engagement exerts very little influence on planning outcomes”
A recent National Trust Survey showed that 90% want local communities to have the same rights of appeal in the planning system as enjoyed by developers. 

Despite the call for Equal Rights of Appeal from communities during the review process the issue was not debated and the Government decided at an early stage to dismiss any discussion of Equal Rights of Appeal. No doubt this would be in response to lobbying from the industry

We urge you to listen to the voices of communities who are asking politicians to provide an equal appeal rights for communities and to raise or support any amendments on equal rights of appeal during the legislative process.

We look forward to hearing your views on this issue and trust that you will support amendments to the legislation which will enable communities a greater say in future planning developments in their area. 

Yours sincerely

Scotland Against Spin
Graham Lang
Chair
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